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Every American deserves an opportunity to study, understand, and con-
tribute to the arts and humanities. This must begin in our schools, where
children may have their first and most important exposure to these dis-
ciplines. Working on their own masterpieces and finding inspiration in the
work of others, young people are opened to new means of expression that
sharpen their creative faculties. An education in music, dance, drama, de-
sign, and fine art reinforces skills in fields like math and science, and it
can help students reach their full potential. In an ever-changing world, we
must prepare our students with the knowledge, creative skills, and an abil-
ity to innovate so they can compete and succeed on a global stage.

As a people, we have an unlimited capacity for self-expression and per-
sonal interpretation. While we may not always agree with what we see or
hear, it is our open-mindedness that commends the artistic struggle behind
the creation and our curiosity that pursues its vision. This month, we
honor this artistic spirit that lives and breathes within every American.
Creativity and a thirst for understanding are the fuel that has fed our Na-
tion’s success for centuries, and they will continue to be well into our fu-
ture.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 2009 as National
Arts and Humanities Month. I call upon the people of the United States
to join together in observing this month with appropriate ceremonies, ac-
tivities, and programs to celebrate the arts and humanities in America.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8431 of October 2, 2009
National Energy Awareness Month, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

A more prosperous future for our Nation’s economy means making invest-
ments in energy efficiency and clean energy today. Well-funded energy re-
search and development will not only help protect our environment and
support our communities, but it will also address concerns of global com-
petitiveness and national security. Innovation in energy technology will de-
crease our oil use, strengthen our economy, and reduce the dangerous pol-
lution that causes climate change.

As American scientists, engineers, and entrepreneurs bring new and im-
proved energy technologies to homes and businesses in this country and
around the world, they will be showing American leadership and vision
while also making clean energy the profitable kind of energy. During Na-
tional Energy Awareness Month, we recognize the contributions of individ-
uals, organizations, and companies that are committed to advancing energy
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innovation and efficiency, and we promote the importance of a clean en-
ergy economy to our Nation.

The Federal Government is the largest consumer of energy in the United
States, and my Administration is committed to leading by example in the
use of clean energy and increased energy efficiency. Not only will we lead
through our performance, we will also leverage our ability to be the kind
of customer that can help turn an idea into a great American enterprise.
Through State and local grants, increased funding for weatherization pro-
grams, job training programs, and policies to support clean energy busi-
nesses, we are ushering in a new era of green energy that will benefit our
economic recovery, our security, and our long-term prosperity.

We face a turning point in our Nation’s energy policy. We can either re-
main the world’s leading importer of oil, or we can become the world’s
leading exporter of clean energy technology. We can allow climate change
to wreak unnatural havoc, or we can create jobs deploying low-carbon tech-
nologies to prevent its worst effects.

Throughout our history, Americans have successfully confronted chal-
lenges that have tested our determination and our capacity to change. If we
are to advance energy and climate security, we must focus on energy effi-
ciency, promote sustainable industries, accelerate job training and job cre-
ation in these areas, and set effective and achievable standards for the gen-
eration and use of clean energy. As a Nation, we will lead by innovating,
adapting to the global marketplace, and investing in the kind of sustainable
future we want for the generations to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 2009 as National
Energy Awareness Month. I call upon the people of the United States to
mark this month by making clean energy choices that can both rebuild our
economy and make it more sustainable.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8432 of October 2, 2009
Fire Prevention Week, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As powerful as any force in the natural world, fire deserves our utmost at-
tention. Unchecked, fire can destroy homes, devastate our environment,
and, at its worst, injure or fatally harm individuals. Fire Prevention Week
is a time to learn about important fire safety issues and empower our com-
munities to stay “Fire Smart.” It is also a time to honor our Nation’s brave
firefighters and volunteers who risk their lives to protect their fellow Amer-
icans.
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